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6 Big Ideas of AP Literature
● Character
● Setting
● Structure
● Narration
● Literary Elements
● Literary Argumentation









Did you notice…?

What word was consistently 
used on each of the 6 posters 

for the Big Ideas of AP Lit?







AP Literature Exam
Section 1: Multiple Choice
55 Questions | 1 Hour | 45% of Exam Score
● Includes 5 sets of questions with 8–13 questions per 

set.
● Each set is preceded by a passage of prose fiction, 

drama, or poetry of varying difficulty.
● The multiple-choice section will always include at least 

2 prose fiction passages (this may include drama) and 
at least 2 poetry passages.



AP Literature Exam
Section 2: Free Response
3 Questions | 2 Hours | 55% of Exam Score
● Students write essays that respond to 3 free-response 

prompts from the following categories:
● A literary analysis of a given poem
● A literary analysis of a given passage of prose fiction 

(this may include drama) 
● An analysis that examines a specific concept, issue, or 

element in a work of literary merit selected by the 
student



Suggested List 

of Works for 
the 

Open-Ended 
Question

The composition of the list 
provided after the prompt has also 
changed; the list of works will be:

● No less than 50% female 
authors

● No less than 50% non-white 
authors

● No less than 25% contemporary 
(2000 plus)

● No more than 50% 20th century
● No more than 25% pre 1900



Exam Weights by 

Course and Exam 

Description 
(CED) Units

● Short Fiction (Units 1, 4, 
and 7) 

42-49% of Exam

● Poetry (Units 2, 5, and 8)
36-45% of Exam

● Longer Fiction and 
Drama (Units 3, 6, and 9)

15-18% of Exam



Multiple Choice 

Exam Weights by 

Skill Categories

● Explain the function of character
16-20% of MC ?s

●  Explain the function of setting
3-6% of MC ?s

●  Explain the function of plot and structure
16-20% of MC ?s

● Explain the function of the narrator or speaker
21-26% of MC ?s

● Explain the function of word choice, imagery, 
and symbols

10-13% of MC ?s
●  Explain the function of comparison

10-13% of MC ?s
●  Develop textually substantiated arguments 

about interpretations of a part or all of a text
10-13% of MC ?s



Essays will be scored using a six point 
Analytical Rubric:  

● one point for a defensible thesis
● evidence and commentary will be rated 1-4
● one point for sophistication

Essay Scoring Rubrics









1. The standard language used in the essay 
prompts make the writing task MORE DIFFICULT 
than they used to be prior to 2019.

2. However, the wording in the rubrics makes it 
EASIER for students to score higher.

Big Takeaways for AP 
Literature Essay 
Scoring Changes


